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NURSERY JOY

the early years funding formula for primary
schools with nursery provision.
The council was proposing to slash Moss

Hall’s subsidy by half for the 2015/16 school
year before cutting it down to 25 per cent the
following year, with no further subsidy being
provided thereafter.
The funding currently comes from an under-

spend and will not be available as of next year.
Brian Salinger, a Tory councillor for the Oak-

leigh ward and chairman of governors at Moss
Hall, rebelled against his party by voting in
favour of an amendment tabled by Rebecca
Chalice, a Labour member for East Barnet.
She proposed to accept Moss Hall’s plans to

cut spending and raise revenue and for the
council to continue to pay a subsidy of about

PARENTS and teachers at an “out-
standing” nursery school in Finchley
were “ecstatic” on Tuesday night after
a dramatic full council vote saw the
school partly saved from severe fund-
ing cuts.
In a vote which fully exposed the Conserv-

ative administration’s slender majority on
Barnet Council, it took only one Tory mem-
ber to rebel and Liberal Democrat councillor
Jack Cohen to vote with Labour to see off a
proposal to fully cut the £220,000 annual
subsidy for Moss Hall Nursery, which has
been rated “outstanding” by Ofsted.
Four dedicated nursery schools –

Brookhill, in Brookhill Road, East Barnet,
Hampden Way, in Brunswick Park, St Mar-
garet’s Nursery, in Margaret Road, New Bar-
net, and Moss Hall, in Nether Street – were
between them paid £890,000 over and above

Moss Hall wins
fight over cut to
funding as Tory
councillor rebels
By Koos Couvée
koos.couvee@nlhnews.co.uk
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A FASHION show displaying west African couture, inspiring
speeches and dance were among the activities at a Black

History Month event in Colindale
last week.

The event, which took
place on the Grahame Park
estate on Thursday,
brought together more
than 100 residents from
the community in a cel-
ebration of the history,
culture and contribu-
tions to public life of
African and Caribbean

people in Britain.
Guests included writer

Joseph Godson Amamoo, author of
the book My African Journey, who

spoke about what it was like to be black in
the UK in the 1960s compared with today.
Youngsters got involved in a football skills compe-

tition organised by the Stonegrove Estates’ Youth
Project as part of a wide range of sporting activities
that took place throughout the day.

Black history
Movers and
shakers: Children

were taught dance
moves and were

entertained by fire-eating
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Organised by Bar-
net’s African Cultural
Association, in part-
nership with Barnet
Homes and Genesis
Housing Association,
the event followed
successful Black His-
tory Month festivities
in previous years.
Marjorie Manu, co-ordinator at the ACA, said:

“The event was very successful. We tried to make
the community aware of the different cultures
coming from Africa, to highlight the diversity of
British society.
“And through events like these we also pay trib-

ute to the diaspora of Africans who have worked
so hard in this country and all over the world.”
Mrs Manu added that the association is “very

active” on the estate, where it runs courses in
skills including crafts and IT for residents aged
between seven and 70.
It also provides lifestyle classes for senior citi-

zens and organises talks on a variety of topics.
For more information about

the association, call 020 8203
4078, email info@africancultur
alassociation.net or visit www.
africanculturalassociation.net
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